written with the specific requirements of the course in mind but which profoundly influenced the quality and direction of hematology in this country. The great influence of 'Practical Haematology' tended to obscure the other important and interesting feature of the teaching at Hammersmiththe concurrent course of lectures on the scientific and clinical aspects of h2ematology. These were given by members of the hematology department, each of whom synthesized and summarized the work in the field in which he was particularly interested. The scope and size of the department was such that it was possible to cover the whole field of heamatology from its own resources. It has always seemed unfortunate that these unique lectures were not available in a more permanent form to all postgraduate students interested in hvmatology. At last this omission is made good by the publication of this book, which is written by members of Professor Dacie's department to provide the background of the scientific and clinical hkmatology required by doctors interested in hematology for the subject's sake or because they have to face examinations such as those for the Diploma of Clinical Pathology, or for Membership of the Royal Colleges of Physicians or Pathology.
The various chapters of the book cover iron deficiency and megaloblastic anemias, normal and abnormal erythropoiesis, red cell metabolism and the synthesis of hmoglobin and the disorders which affect these functions. There are particularly valuable chapters by Dr Sheila Worlledge on blood group serology, antigens, and the practical aspects of blood transfusion, three excellent chapters by Dr David Galton in which he summarizes his great knowledge and experience of leukTmia, malignant lymphoma, Hodgkin's disease and myelomatosis and a fine chapter by Dr Leon Szur on nonleukaemic myeloproliferative disorders. The book concludes with an account of hmmostasis, the disorders affecting platelets and the therapy of thrombosis by Professor Pitney. An amazing amount of useful, relevant and helpful information is packed into the 600 pages of the book and the information is well illustrated with tables and figures and with clear, often helpful photomicrographs. The readability and style of the chapters varies and is, of course, conditioned to some extent by the need for brevity. Nevertheless, the book has very successfully achieved its object of presenting a great deal of up-to-date knowledge in haematology in correct perspective and adequate detail.
Criticisms can be made but these would be little more than nit-picking. One objection, however, is serious enough to deserve mention. The decision to avoid proper use of references in the text and to give 'reading lists' at the end of each chapter is a mistake. To understand the development of a subject is part of a doctor's scientific education. Furthermore, one of the more useful indices of an author's integrity and scholarship is the precision with which he selects the relevant references. The slipshod method used in this book must also lead to serious omissions. For example, Dacie & White's original and invaluable review 'Erythropoiesis with particular reference to its study by biopsy of human bone marrow' (1949, Journal of Clinical Pathology 2, 1) is not referred to in the chapters on either erythropoiesis or megaloblastic anwmia. The editors' decision to use their present method is certainly not justified by the confused statement in the preface. It is to be hoped this plan will be modified in the next edition of this excellent book.
D L MOLLIN
The Endocrine Function of the Human Testis Volume 1 edited by V H T James, M Serio and L Martini pp ix+590 $21.50 New York & London: Academic Press 1973 This book comprises the manuscripts of lectures given in Florence on 'The Endocrine function of the Human Testis'. In a poorly understood field it provides reproductive endocrinologists with an excellent reference book and general endocrinologists with an up-to-date review. The sections on the technical aspects of measurement of androgens, gonadotrophins and releasing factors are particularly useful, and the advantages, disadvantages and problems of the various methods are critically reviewed by different authors. Also very useful is a short section on the mathematical analysis of the results of androgen measurement and of studies of androgen metabolism. The topics chosen are carefully integrated and presented logically, beginning with chapters on the measurement of plasma androgens and a discussion on their metabolism and actions, followed by a section dealing with actions and the measurement of pituitary gonadotrophins and hypothalamic regulating factors. Finally there is a useful section on the seminiferous tubules, which summarizes the somewhat confused state of knowledge regarding the control of spermatogenesis and the defects which lead to infertility. Of particular interest are chapters on the sexual differentiation of brain centres and the mechanism of onset of puberty.
Although there are some errors in the preparation of the manuscripts, the book is well produced and the figures, tables and photographs are of excellent quality. The overall standard is very high, and this book can be recommended for clinical endocrinologists as well as for those with a special interest in reproductive endocrinology.
